76          MICHAEL   FARADAY
him from the stream of capitalism. They had been adopted
from the communist social philosophy of the early Christians
and prevented Faraday from becoming a nineteenth-century
Liberal. The Sandemanians had no priests. They were
led by a number of elders, elected unanimously by the
congregation. The elders presided in turn at the services.
They were expected to accept the sects' tenets without
question. There is very little evidence that Faraday ever
had any difficulty in accepting the Sandemanian creed.
He had attended their services since infancy. He became
a full member of the sect a month after he had married
Sarah Barnard, who was already admitted. He was then
twenty-nine years old, and his wife twenty-one. In 1840,
when he was forty-nine years old, world-famous and
suffering from mental disorder from over-work, and prob-
ably from repression, he was elected an elder. He was
much less effective as a preacher than as a scientific lecturer,
as his manner became devoutly earnest, and he lost his
lecturing vivacity. His sermons consisted of a series of
rapid citations from the Bible. When he was not presiding
he was regularly called to read the passages chosen from
the Bible by the presiding elder. C. C. Walker wrote that
"the perfection of the reading, with its clearness of pro-
nunciation, its judicious emphasis, the rich musical voice,
and the perfect charm of the reader, with his natural
reverence, made it a delight to listen."
Elders were expected to attend every Sunday. Faraday
usually broke his attendance at meetings such as those of
the British Association, which starts on a Wednesday and
continues until the following Wednesday, in order to
return to London for the Sunday service. On one occasion
he absented himself in order to obey the Queen's command
to dine at Windsor. The congregation did not find his
impenitence or his explanation acceptable, for he defended
his action. His eldership and even his membership was
suspended, though he continued to attend the services
regularly. Presently he was readmitted, and in 1860,
after many years, re-elected an elder. Faraday never dis-
cussed religion without invitation. He considered it was